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Bordeaux 2009 En Primeur List

Tasting notes and scores are from Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate

) case case
Chateau Appellation size price
Red
Senejac Haut Medoc 12 £130

Run by the Cordier family, with the vineyard managed by Alfred Tesseron’s team at Pontet-Canet, this is the first vintage
from their biodynamically farmed estate, and it is certainly the best wine I have ever tasted from Senejac. A blend of
60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Merlot, and the rest Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, oodles of black currant fruit are
intermixed with some licorice, underbrush, and foresty notes. Great fruit, a sumptuous, fleshy texture, and plenty of
succulence and length make for a big, rich, nicely textured wine to drink over the next decade. 89-91

Ch Fonroque St Emilion 12 £225

Run by the Cordier family, with the vineyard managed by Alfred Tesseron’s team at Pontet-Canet, this is the first vintage
from their biodynamically farmed estate, and it is certainly the best wine I have ever tasted from Senejac. A blend of
60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Merlot, and the rest Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, oodles of black currant fruit are
intermixed with some licorice, underbrush, and foresty notes. Great fruit, a sumptuous, fleshy texture, and plenty of
succulence and length make for a big, rich, nicely textured wine to drink over the next decade. 91-93

Tronquoy Lalande St Estephe 12 £240

The 2009 Tronquoy Lalande (a blend of 51% Merlot, 42% Cabernet Sauvignon, and the rest Petit Verdot) boasts a dense
purple color along with a beautiful bouquet of boysenberries, spring flowers, black currants, and a hint of ink, a full-
bodied, supple, opulent mouthfeel, and a long finish. It should drink nicely for 10-15 years 90-93

Durfort Vivens Margaux 12 £295

Normally the proprietor at this estate refuses to let me taste, so I was surprised when he did so this year. The 2009
Durfort Vivens is an attractive, soft, velvety-textured wine revealing a hint of tapenade intermixed with black currant and
blackberry fruit. Medium-bodied and elegant with the silkiness and precision that make this vintage so alluring, it should
drink well for 15-20 years 87-89+

Talbot St Julien 12 £394

This is the most impressive Talbot since the 1982 and 1986. It reveals an opaque plum/garnet/purple color as well as
knock-out aromas of black fruits, cedar, incense, licorice, and a Provencal garrigue-like character. Substantial, sexy, and
seductive, it is almost slutty in its exuberance and ostentatiousness. It was a thrill to drink this loaded St.-Julien. It should
offer irresistible drinking over the next 20-25 years. 92-94

Pagodes des Cos St Estephe 12 £395

The 2009 Les Pagodes de Cos is also a remarkable offering. Composed of 69% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, and
1% Petit Verdot, it tips the scales at 14.5% alcohol, and is better than most Cos d’Estournel vintages produced in the
1950s, 1960s, and 1970s. It is a full-bodied, opulently concentrated wine of amazing richness, density, and intensity. As
with the grand vin, the harvest began on September 26 and finished on October 10. This wine possesses this vintage’s
classic characteristics of enormous power, massive fruit, and extraordinary freshness and precision - largely
unprecedented, particularly for Cabernet-based wines in the Medoc. 91-94

Kirwan Margaux 12 £400

This inky/purple-hued Margaux reveals aromas and flavors of blackberries, cassis, espresso roast, graphite, and new oak.
Full-bodied, layered, and rich as well as elegant and precise, it needs 5-6 years of cellaring, and should last for 25-30+
years. It is a very strong effort from Kirwan. 90-92+
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Langoa Barton St Julien 12 £450
I found the 2009 Langoa Barton to be so painfully extracted, excruciatingly tannic, powerful, and backward that I wrote
it “should be forgotten for 15 years, and may have some charm in 30-40.” There is no doubting its level of concentration

and massiveness, but, wow, proprietor Anthony Barton has sure pushed the extraction, producing a wine for our
children’s children 90-92

Gruaud-Larose St Julien 12 £460

This is the finest Gruaud Larose since the 1990. Without a hint of brett in the 2009, it exhibits an opaque purple color
along with a big, sweet nose of creme de cassis, new saddle leather, spice box, and boysenberries. Made in a rich, broad,
savory, juicy style with lots of succulence, but none of the masculinity and ruggedness often found in this offering, this

wine is loaded with concentration and extract. The tannins are largely concealed by the remarkable intensity of fruit and
density. It should be drinkable in 7-8 years, and last for 30-40. 92-94+

Branaire Ducru St Julien 12 £495

Only time will tell whether the 2009, another great effort from Branaire, will eclipse the 2005 and 2003. Certainly at
13.6% alcohol it is the most powerful Branaire ever made, and the final blend of 70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Merlot,
and the rest Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot showcases what a great vintage 2009 is for Cabernet Sauvignon. An
inky/blue/purple color is followed by raspberry, boysenberry, crushed rock, graphite, and floral notes, and an opaque,
broad, dense, substantial, impressively structured wine without any hardness. It requires 4-5 years of cellaring, and
should last four decades or more. 92-95

Feytit Clinet Pomerol 12 £495

This estate’s extraordinary progression in quality over recent years has culminated in the greatest Feytit-Clinet ever
made. The inky/purple-tinged 2009 reveals loads of spring flower aromas intermixed with notions of charcoal, black
currants, black raspberries, blueberries, graphite, blackberries, and hints of licorice and forest floor. A blend of 95%
Merlot and 5% Cabernet Franc that achieved 14.5% alcohol naturally, consumers should jump on this exquisite Pomerol
as the marketplace has not yet caught up with the quality emerging from this property. Yields were 34 hectoliters per
hectare. Thick, unctuous flavors, full-bodied power, and sweet tannins suggest it will drink well for 25-35 years. Sadly,
only 1,300 cases will be produced. 93-95

Chevalier Rouge Pessac 12 £540

The finest wine I have tasted from this estate in my 30+ - year career, the 2009 (64% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot,
and 6% Petit Verdot) from this hallowed vineyard in Leognan was cropped at 45 hectoliters per hectare and came in at
13% alcohol. It reveals an extraordinary, intense, pure, quintessential Domaine de Chevalier style, including silky tannin,
dense plum, black currant, black cherry, floral, and graphite notes, terrific acidity, sweet tannin, and a full-bodied
mouthfeel with no weight, but admirable precision and freshness. Consultant Stephane Derenoncourt has coaxed out all
the elegance and complexity at this great site. A future legend in the making, this could be the best Domaine de
Chevalier produced over the last half century. It should drink well for 35-40 years 94-96

Leoville Barton St Julien 12 £850

This behemoth possesses massive extraction, an opaque purple color, huge density, extreme tannins, and a nearly endless
finish. Everything is there, but the highly extracted style and off the chart tannins ensures that no one over the age of
forty will ever see this wine hit full maturity. Nevertheless, there is a lot to admire, and it's good to taste a wine that will
not be ready to drink for 30+ years. No compromise! 93-95+

Le Clarence Haut Brion Pessac Leognan 12 £950

The second wine, which used to be called Bahans Haut-Brion, is now Le Clarence Haut-Brion. The 2009 is a 7,000-case
cuvee made of 46% Merlot, 39% Cabernet Sauvignon, and the rest Cabernet Franc and a tiny dosage of Petit Verdot.
The wine has a fabulous nose of incense, burning embers, forest floor, and black cherry liqueur. Fleshy, rich, full-bodied,
but not over the top as the minerality and structure move in, this is a super-duper effort, and the greatest second wine
made at Haut-Brion since the 1989 Bahans Haut-Brion. It should drink well for 20-25 years. 90-93
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Montrose St Estephe 12 £1,495

1989 and 1990 deja vu all over again? If you think the 2003 Montrose (which merited 100 points) was powerful (13.2%
alcohol), keep in mind that the 2009 Montrose came in at 13.7% alcohol. There is no sense of hotness, only
extraordinary transparency and precision, allied to massive fruit intensity. A blend of 65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 29%
Merlot, and the rest Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, this super-concentrated claret possesses a style reminiscent of the
sumptuous 1990 combined with the structure of the 1989. The color is an opaque purple, the pH is a relatively normal
3.7, and the finish is endless. The flavor profile bursts with black currant, blackberry, and boysenberry fruit intertwined
with hints of spring flowers and crushed rocks. Huge body, sweet tannin, and wonderful freshness make for one of the
all-time great wines ever produced at Montrose. I hope to be drinking this wine with great pleasure before the Man
comes for me. Kudos to Jean-Bernard Delmas. 96-100

Conseillante St Emilion 12 £1,700

Now that La Conseillante is making a second wine with more severe selection, think of the 2009 as a version of the 2000
on steroids. This is never going to be a blockbuster wine, because the terroir just seems to produce silky, elegant wines,
but in this case, the 2009 has an extra kick and level of concentration that is unprecedented. Inky bluish purple, with an
extraordinary nose of framboise, black raspberries, spring flowers, spice box, and a hint of truffle, the wine has great
depth, full-bodied opulence, silky tannins, enormous power and richness, but again, a vibrancy and uplift that are just
freakish in this vintage. That’s one of the great hallmarks of 2009 and one that will always stand out over the next 30
years. This wine should be drinkable in 5-7 years and last 40 or more 95-98

Vieux Certan Pomerol 12 £1,900

A blend of 84% Merlot, 8% Cabernet Franc, and 8% Cabernet Sauvignon, the 2009 exhibits an opaque purple color as
well as a glorious bouquet of black currants, subtle smoke, charcoal, Christmas spices, and licorice. Massive, unctuously
textured, and rich, but at the same time refreshing and vibrant, this extraordinary effort appears to be the finest Vieux
Chateau Certan made in my lifetime. 96-99

Angelus St Emilion 12 £2,350

I tasted this three separate times, and on two occasions I thought it had the potential to be a perfect wine. This is a
fabulous wine, with that tell-tale, dense, inky blue color that Angelus always seems to achieve. It displays an
extraordinary nose of acacia flowers (or is it violets?) intermixed with blueberry liqueur, black raspberries, cassis,
licorice, incense, and graphite. Full-bodied, viscous, with great intensity , vibrancy, and transparency, this is one of the
all-time great wines from Angelus and a 21st century version of their 1989 and 1990. It should drink well for 20+ years —
at the very minimum 96-100

White
Chevalier Blanc Pessac Leognhan 12 £720
No tasting note given. 96-98

Doisy Daenes Sauternes 12 £310

Denis Dubourdieu has provided one of the genuine stars of the vintage with the Chateau Doisy-Daene, two, if you count
his Extravagance. This has a very fragrant nose with apple blossom, lime leaf and a touch of honey. Very fresh and
lifted...spring-like. The palate is very well balanced, not a powerful Sauternes but ethereally poised and focused,
skipping blithely to an animated pear, honeysuckle and apricot finish. Very pretty, very complete and very outstanding.
96-98

Climens Barsac/Sauternes 12 £830

Picked in just two tries, 90% picked in one trie, tasting through 13 separate lots, the core components of a great Climens
appear to be in place. Paying particular attention to the lots that constitute a large percentage of the blend (usually
around 15%) the common themes are ones of great purity, persistency and precision. The aromatics display pure honey,
minerals, occasionally a faint scent of spearmint and white peach, most with spellbinding precision. On the palate,
Berenice Lurton has some stupendous lots at her disposal, with ample botrytis, ethereal definition, one or two more
powerful, quite spicy lots and others that are shorter and will undoubtedly lend the blend an acidic cut. It will be a joy to
taste this after bottling. 96-98

Prices are per case in bond excluding duty and vat which is payable on release from bond. As these are en
primeur prices and the wines are selling very quickly they are subject to change as the wines are sold and we
move to the next tranche pricing, availability and prices need to be confirmed on ordering.
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